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Editor: Shermaine Ngo, CSHP-BC Communications Officer

President’s Message
Fall has always been my favorite season as it marks the beginning
of many festivities with beautiful warm colours and the delicious
smell of pumpkin pie and apple cider. However, it will be
different this year. The COVID-19 pandemic has changed
significantly how we plan and attend professional and social
activities. We have been living in this “new normal” for more
than half a year, and I cannot express enough gratitude to the
frontline staff who have been caring for our patients
uninterruptedly. I am grateful to be part of a profession that
demonstrated nothing but courage, empathy, and resilience.
During this challenging time, CSHP has been supporting our
members through advocacy, as well as information sharing via
the development of webinars focusing on COVID-19-related
literature, as well as other therapeutics and administrative
topics. At the BC Branch level, the Programs Committee
continues to work on the COVID-19 YouTube video series, with
the most recent additions of “Dexamethasone in Hospitalized
Patients with COVID-19” by Dr. Rumi McGloin, and “Update of
Evidence-Based Therapies” by Dr. Colin Lee.
Over the summer, our Council has been busy organizing the fall
events as we had to pivot many of the in-person activities to a
virtual platform. Congratulations to Danielle and the Programs
Committee for the excellent job planning Clinical Symposium, and
for hosting our first ever virtual Manufactures’ Booth. We look
forward to another great virtual educational event at our
upcoming Annual General Meeting (AGM) on November 21st!
I would like to welcome the new council members who joined us
in early summer: Cecilia Qiu (Interim Junior Student Membership
Coordinator), Solomon Chow and David Low (BC Chief
Residents).
In September, the CSHP-BC Branch website had undergone a
redesign with the goals of increasing user friendliness,
highlighting member benefits, and improving technical
functionality. I would like to personally thank Shermaine Ngo,
Communication Officer, for spearheading this work and

ensuring a seamless transition. She even refreshed the website
with a more modern and appealing look!
Recently, I had the opportunity to attend the virtual UBC
Pharmacy Student Symposium and Career Avenues Night with a
few select Council members. We had very good turnout at both
events and it was a pleasure to meet the students from all four
years. It was rewarding to see the number of students interested
in hospital pharmacy practice and their desire to pursue residency
training. Many thanks to Cecilia who did a fantastic job
organizing and facilitating both events, and to Council members
who generously shared their experiences and stories with the
students.
This will be my last Branchlet submission for the term. We’ve had
a very busy and productive year. I am amazed at how adaptable,
flexible and cohesive the Council and Committees have been
during the pandemic, and am honoured to have worked with such
a dedicated, innovative and driven group. We will continue to
bring high quality education events to our members, recognize
individuals with outstanding achievements through awards, and
expand our advocacy efforts in the Collaborative Pharmacist
Prescribing initiative, regardless of any obstacle that may come
our way.
Thank you to those of you who have dedicated your time and
energy in making the CSHP BC Branch one of the most progressive
groups in Canada. I encourage all of you to consider joining a
CSHP-BC Committee, or even the Council. Look forward to seeing
all of you again at the AGM.
“The strength of the team is each individual
member. The strength of each member is the
team.” - Phil Jackson
Warmest regards,
Victoria Su
CSHP-BC President
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Student Membership
We would like to extend a warm welcome to the Class of
2024! We hope you are having a great start to your school
year! As students are embarking on a new academic year
that is entirely virtual, many adjustments have been made
by the faculty and students alike. This will definitely be a
memorable school year for everyone!
With every new school term comes the annual Clubs Night
during the second week of September. Traditionally set up
with booths in the atrium, this year, students had the
opportunity of attending the event via Zoom to learn more
about the various clubs available within the UBC pharmacy
program. Many had questions about CSHP and the
mentorship program offered and we are very excited by the
amount of interest students had about hospital pharmacy.
The virtual Clinical Symposium was a great success this year
thanks to our amazing Programs Committee. Students
signed in from the comforts of their own homes and
enjoyed a night of educational learning. We had amazing
guest speakers provide updates from trials hot off the
press, giving insight on relevant clinical practice.
Thank you to everyone who tuned in and we will see you at
our upcoming branch event: the Annual General Meeting
2020 on November 21, 2020.
Students attended the virtual Student Symposium –
Information Session on October 5, 2020 from
12:00-1:00pm. This year, we welcomed four guest
speakers: Dr. Gabriel Loh, Dr. Victoria Su, Solomon Chow,
and Dillon Lee. Each presenter took turns to speak on
topics such as the roles of a hospital pharmacist and the
journey to becoming a hospital pharmacist. At the end of
the presentations, we had an active Q&A period where
students interacted with the presenters and asked many
thoughtful questions. We welcomed over 65 students at
this virtual event and many provided positive feedback on
this opportunity to learn more about CSHP and hospital
pharmacy as a whole. At the very end, we asked all the
participants to pose for a virtual group photo! Thank you
again to the presenters and students for spending your
lunch break with us!

Virtual Group Photo at the CSHP BC Virtual Student Symposium
Information Session on Oct 5, 2020
With the hopes to create a more diverse representation of hospital
pharmacy practice in BC as well as to accommodate the students living
outside of the lower mainland during virtual schooling, we have
expanded this program to include more mentors from other health
regions, such as Interior Health, Island Health and Northern Health.
We would like to extend a big thank you to all the mentors who have
signed up so far this year. Your continued commitment to connecting
with students is greatly appreciated. We are currently looking for
more mentors to share their knowledge, passion, and expertise with
students, to help them personalize their pharmacy journey. If you are
interested, please sign up here! If you have any questions about the
program, please reach out to us at
cshpstudentcoordinator@gmail.com and we would be happy to help!
Students also got another opportunity to speak with representatives
from CSHP at Career Avenues on October 14, 2020 from 5:00-8:00pm.
We had members of the CSHP-BC executive council, including
Dr. Victoria Su, Dr. Cindy Luo, Dr Renée Dagenais, Hans Haag and
Student Membership Coordinator Cecilia Qiu in attendance.
We are excited for the new year in these unprecedented times and we
are grateful for all the support and interest in CSHP from the student
body! We hope everyone is staying safe and healthy!

The Student Mentorship Program is now open for student
registration! With the growing interest in hospital pharmacy practice, this program is a great avenue for students
to connect with professionals in the field and learn more
regarding the details of hospital pharmacy practice.
Respectfully submitted,
Cecilia Qiu and Jenny He
CSHP-BC Student Membership Coordinators
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BC Delegate
The CSHP Annual General Meeting (AGM) was held virtually on Saturday, October 17, 2020
via Zoom. As the AGM is still one week away at the time of writing this newsletter, visit the
CSHP AGM webpage or wait for the next issue of the Branchlet for more details.
The Society continues to produce a variety of outstanding webinars on timely and relevant
topics, including some presented by our exceptional colleagues from BC. Most recently, on
October 14, 2020 our very own Past President Dr. Cindy Luo presented on the future of
pharmacogenomics and its potential impact on practice. As well, Dr. Shirin Abadi, the new
CSHP President-Elect, presented on October 28, 2020 on pharmacy leadership and VUCA
model—if you are uncertain what this ambiguous acronym means, be sure to tune into the
webinar! All webinars are recorded and available on the CSHP webinar page.
The planning for a virtual Professional Practice Conference (PPC) in Spring 2021 is
currently underway. Unfortunately, due to the ongoing travel and gathering size
restrictions, the 2021 CSHP Harrison Hospital Pharmacy Management Seminar has been
cancelled. The organizing committee is hoping to host the event again in 2022. Visit the
seminar webpage for future updates.

Arden Barry
CSHP-BC Delegate

BC Pharmacy Residency
Congratulations to all the residents who recently completed their residency programs!
We hope that your career in hospital pharmacy will be fulfilling and we look forward to
seeing the immediate impact to patient care.
We also wanted to extend a warm welcome to all the BC hospital pharmacy residents for
the 2020-2021 year. Although it was a non-conventional start to the residency year, we
hope that you are all adjusting well and commend you for all adapting throughout the last
4 months. So far this year, we had a strong resident presence at CSHP-BC events. Back in
July, we had David Low and Mahsa Movahedan participate at the CSHP-BC Residency
Information Night and recently, we had Dillon Lee and Solomon Chow speak on their
pharmacy experiences at the CSHP-BC Student Symposium. Keep up the good work and
we hope to continually see more residents come out to CSHP-BC events.
Respectfully submitted,
David Low & Solomon Chow
BC Co-Chief Residents

CSHP BC Annual General Meeting 2020
Saturday, Nov 21, 2020
For more details and to register, click here!
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Virtual Poster Presentation and Competition
You are cordially invited to attend the FIRST CSHP BC
Branch VIRTUAL Poster Presentation and Competition
Night on Thursday November 5th, 2020 at 6:00 pm!
Come out and support and learn from your colleagues as they
present their research findings!

THE INAUGURAL

How does a virtual poster presentation and competition work
you ask?
Each presenter will have 5 minutes to present their poster which
will be immediately followed by a 5 minute question and answer
period. The judges will ask questions first followed by attendees.
There will be two concurrent sessions. On the morning of the
event you will be emailed a link to each virtual room along with
which posters will be presented. You can choose to either
enter virtual room 1 OR 2.
Posters will also be available for viewing on the CSHP BC Branch
Website.
Also note that this is a FREE EVENT (only available to CSHP BC
Branch members).

Eventbrite Registration

Brochure

BC Advocacy
It is the Fall and the CSHP BC Branch AGM is just around the corner. This year
has certainly been challenging with the COVID-19 pandemic. As such, the BC
Advocacy Committee has focused their efforts on the planning and
preparation of resources to promote pharmacist prescribing and to launch a
virtual Pharmacy Awareness Month (PAM) in 2021. I would like to thank the
members of the BC Advocacy Committee for their contributions and would
like to give a special acknowledgement to Renée Dagenais, our BC Branch
PAM Lead, for all her hard work in organizing a successful campaign.
If you are interested in helping us promote hospital pharmacy, please email
us at: advocacy@cshp-bc.com. Be safe and stay healthy!
Respectfully submitted,
Tim T.Y. Lau
CSHP BC Advocacy Chairperson
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CSHP BC Membership
Thank you to all our members and supporters who attended our recent events.
It’s exciting to see the fantastic turnout to our CSHP BC events in these Covid-19
times. I am also glad to say that as of October, we have 551 CSHP BC members
and supporters who continue to support us!
We’re glad to have met so many of our students at the recent Career Avenues in
Pharmacy. For those of you interested in joining CSHP, please visit
https://cshp.ca/join to become a CSHP member.
Our council continues to work towards showcasing the value of your CSHP
membership, and I continue to explore new and exciting possible benefits.
Keep an eye out for future benefits coming your way!
Please email membership@cshp-bc.com with questions or comments.
Regards,
Hans Haag
CSHP-BC Membership Chairperson

CSHP BC Branch would like to thank the following companies for their support through unrestricted grants.
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